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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 19710 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF, LA, TH 

SUBJECT: FORCIBLE REPATRIATION OF REFUGEES FROM LAOS 

REF: UDORN 0144 

1 . REFTEL SUMMARIZING WEEKEND'S EVENTS AT LAO/THAI BORDER 
AT NONG KHAI IS BEING REPEATED TO ADDRESSEES FOR THEIR IN 
FORMATION.. 

2. THE RTG IS SENSITIVE TO USG CONCERN OVER THE FATE OF 
THE 69 REFUGEES NOW IN THAI HANDS. WHILE WE DO NOT KNOW 
WHAT FINAL RTG DECISION WILL BE, WE ARE IN CONTINUOUS CONTACT 
WITH SENIOR MOI OFFICIALS ON THIS. 

3. SE HAD NO RPT NO PRE-KNOWLEDGE OF REFUSAL BY LOCAL 
THAI AUTHORITIES TO ACCEPT THE ADDITIONAL 25 REFUGEES FROM 
THA DEUA EXIT POINT ON THE MEKONG (REFTEL). THIS 
SURFACED IN PRESS AFTER THE UNHAPPY EVENT. WHEN QUERIED 
ON PRESS REPORTING, MOI OFFICIAL INDICATED TO EMBOFF 
THAT THE MINISTRY HAD NO RPT NO TELEGRAPHIC REPORTS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FROM OFFICIALS ON THE SCENE AND KNEW NOTHING MORE 
THAN IN PRESS. 

O'DONOHUE 
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